TRADITIONS AND CUST0MS
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MONTOROINFERIORE- NAPLES-ITALY

FOR
CHRISTMAS,NEW YEAR AND EPIPHANY CELEBRATIONS
In the city of Montoro Inferiore,the preparations for CHRISTMAS begin on December 8 and holidays are until the epiphany.
On December 8,it’s tradition,according to Christian Religion,to prepare the crib. 

The Neapolitan crib is one of the most well-established traditions of Christmas and follow that has remained unchanged for centuries.  The term crib (or crib) derives from the Latin Praesepe (or prasepio Praesepium or more) which means manger . 
The enchanting Neapolitan nativity scene has in Naples more significance than the Christmas tree, which wasn't put up in Neapolitan homes until the 50s. The enchanting Neapolitan nativity scene has in Naples more significance than the Christmas tree, which was not put up homes in Neapolitan until the 50s. The nativity scene shows the everyday life of the people and can't, therefore, be compared to the nativity scene known in North Italy, Germany or Austria. The nativity scene shows the everyday life of the people and can not, therefore, be Known compared to the nativity scene in North Italy, Germany or Austria. Of course, the baby Jesus and the Madonna, who is worshipped in Naples, play an important role here as well, but these figurines are not in the centre of interest. For example, it is perfectly okay to place a farmer's wife cooking spaghetti next to the three Magi.  
In Naples, it is tradition to put up the nativity scene already on December 8.  However, the Jesus figurine isn't placed in the manger until the night of December 24. 


In Naples's historic city you find the Via San Gregorio Armeno , where you can admire numerous shops with creative nativity figurines in all variations.  Besides the Jesus- and Madonna figurines you will also find detailed copies of all household objects, gastronomic delights, exotic animals, and sometimes even caricatured politicians.  At Christmastime, the shops in this street are especially busy.  In the National Museum of S. Martino you can see the largest nativity scene, the Cuciniello, with 162 people, 80 animals, angels, and about 450 miniature 
THIS IS A TYPICAL  NEAPOLITAN CRIB
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Via San Gregorio Armeno 
The street of the nativity scene makers The street of the nativity scene makers 

If you like cribs ( presepe in italian) and want to see really all about the Neapolitan Crib , you should definitely visit the famous street of the nativity scene makers, in Naples 's historic city , the Via San Gregorio Armeno . 
Here you can admire numerous shops with creative nativity figurines in all variations. Besides the Jesus- and Madonna figurines you will also find detailed copies of all household objects, gastronomic delights, exotic animals, and sometime even caricatured politicians.   Moreover you can get thousand of accessories and building material for your presepe , like cork to create the mountains, ready-to-place houses, wells, waterfalls powered by electric engine, small lakes with water, trees, grasslands, bridges, towers. 
During Christmas time, more than half a million tourists come to see the shops with the original miniature figurines and the shops in this street are especially busy. However, the most shops are open all year round and you can take your time and have a look around after New Year's.. 
A good period to visit the street is in september-november, when all the handicraftsmen start to prepare their shop for the busy Christmas time. And if you want more “presepe” , in the Museo Nazionale di San Martino you can see a famous collection of Neapolitan nativity scenes including the largest nativity scene, the Presepe Cuciniello , with 162 people, 80 animals, angels, and about 450 miniature objects, among the finest nativity scenes in the world. 
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	Traditional Neapolitan Christmas Menu 
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	spaghetti e vongole spaghetti and clams 

	

	CHRISTMAS DAY

Also in Italy,on Christmas day people go to church for celebrate the Birth of JESUS CHRIST
	In Naples, Christmas is the celebration of family, smells, lights, and, above all, culinary delicacies.. In South Italy and especially in Napoli a traditional menu has a great importance, more than in other part of Italy. Traditionally, people are not allowed to eat meat on December 24. 
The traditional dinner, Christmas Eve dinner ( Cena della Vigilia or Cenone di Natale ) consists of spaghetti e vongole (spaghetti with clams), Capitone e Baccalà fritto (fried eel and dried cod), Insalata di rinforzo with marinated vegetables and cauliflower, and for dessert roccocò (a pastry with almonds), paste reali , susamielli , and mustacciuoli . 
Following dinner, many families visit the midnight mass at church. 
The Jesus figurine isn't placed in the manger until the night from December 24 to December 25 (see Nativity scenes - Neapolitan Cribs ). 
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	In the early afternoon on December 25, the most important Christmas day, people have the so-called Pranzo di Natale ( Christmas meal ). It starts with Minestra maritata (chicken soup with vegetables), followed by a pasta dish like, for example, Maccheroni al ragout , Canelloni , or Tortellini . The Minestra is a typical Neapolitan Christmasmeal.
The second main dish is the cooked chicken, which was used to prepare the soup. Contorno is Broccoli di Natale , a kind of leafy broccoli, which you can only find at the Gulf of Naples. For dessert, people enjoy Struffoli , a colourfully decorated pastry made from many small fried dough balls, accompanied by a glass of liqueur like Limoncello. In the evening, people celebrate the end of the day with Spumante and a piece of Panettone or Pandoro . Panettone isn'ta typical Neapolitan Christmas pastry; it is from the North of Italy, but all its varieties (for example, with almonds or filled with chocolate) are very popular in Naples as well. 
After the meal, it is time to finally open the presents. After the meal, it is time to finally open the presents. In the days before Christmas, they have been placed under the tree one by one, which is especially exciting for the children. The presents are brought by Babbo Natale , Father Christmas.It wasn't so long ago, however, that the presents were brought on January 6 by Befana . Befana is an old, ugly woman on a broom who, till today, fills the children's socks with candy or (edible) coal in the night of January 6. There is no specific Christmas meal on December 26 ( Prima festa ), but people cook big meals all the same. Following a pasta dish is fish or meat and, like the previous day, people have Contorni (broccoli and Insalata die rinforzo ) as well as the desserts Struffoli and Roccoco . 


Traditional sweets:struffoli
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They are very good good good…………
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	Traditional sweets:Roccoco. 
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