Christmas traditions in Catalonia (Spain)
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13 DESEMBER “Santa LLucia Market”
People prepare a nativity Scene  at home, there are shepherds, the three king. Everyday children bring the figures over to the cave .The typical figure in Catalunya is “caganer”:It represents a shepherd defecating
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24 DESEMBER  “El tió”
This is a magic night, especially for children few days before Christmas families prepare the “tio” . It is a piece of wood and every day eats oranges, potatoes …. Children put a blanket and this day children beat it with a stick while they sing songs and the” tió” defecating presents.
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25 AND 26 DESEMBER- Christmas
It is the most important day. The typical menu: escudella is a catalan soup, torrons (made of honey and almonds) and wine and cava. The children learn poems and Christmas carols and the family  give them some money.
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31 DESEMBER New Year’s Eve
A twelve o’clock  people eat twelve grapes .They eat a grape for each stroke .If you are able to eat the grapes during the strokes means that you will have a lucky year
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5 JANUARY The three kings cavalcade
The three kings arrive this night. The children go outside to see the three kings and bring the lanterns and sing songs. During the cavalcade, children give the letters to the kings. The letters are full of dreams, whishes…for all the family.
At home children put the biscuits and water for the kings .They also put a shoes to collect the presents
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6  JANUARY the three kings’ day

It is a day for the children .They get up very early in the morning and they wake up all the people of the family. They open the presents and after they go to grandparent’s or uncle’s’ houses to collect other presents. The traditional dessert is “tortell de Reis” It a cake with marzipan .In the cake there is a bean and a little figure that represents a king. The traditions says that the person who finds the bean has to pay the cake and the person who finds the king has to wear a crown during all the day
